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Reading at Purbrook Junior School  
At Purbrook Junior School, we inspire all of our pupils, regardless of ability and background, to - Dream Big. We nurture them so, no maƩer what their goal, they will strive to 
be the very best that they can be and therefore be open to a rich and wide world of opportunity. We believe that reading is the greatest vehicle for this. 

We put reading at the core of every subject and we endeavour to create a culture where our children are thirsty to absorb knowledge and experience through their reading. 
Only  as fluent readers can our pupils harness a firm grasp of the world in which they will live and thrive as ciƟzens; but we also strive to foster a love of reading through high 
quality texts; celebrated authors; a well-stocked library with regular and sƟmulaƟng access to it and a range of engaging events to promote and culƟvate a real love of reading.  

The implementaƟon of Reading: 

· For most of our pupils, the teaching of reading is conducted in a whole class seƫng on a daily basis, where quality texts are at the heart of every lesson. Texts have been 
carefully selected  from the school’s Reading Spines or because of their links to the themes that are studied. This ensures a broad range of engaging  and challenging reading 
material which includes poetry, diaries, graphic novels and short films.  

· Across the school, the HIAS Reading Comprehension Toolkit has been implemented. This means that reading strategies and comprehension skills are consistently taught 
across all year groups, and ensures pupils and staff alike have a common language when discussing the teaching and learning of reading over the key stage. 

· Where there is a  need, children are taught using  a systemaƟc syntheƟc phonics approach (SSP). ELS is currently the scheme being used. This is to enable those children who 
entered the school without the required phoneƟc knowledge to catch up with their peers. 

· These pupils also have access to decodable books at the relevant phoneƟc phase. It is expected that all pupils (with excepƟon of some SEND children) should have pro-
gressed to a ‘free reader’ by the end of year 4.  

· Pupils have access to a well-stocked library where they can change their books independently. In addiƟon to the daily reading lesson, each year group has an addiƟonal dedi-
cated 30 minutes allocaƟon to library a week. 

· All children have access to the online reading plaƞorm SORA that they can access both at school and at home. Teachers also use this for whole class reading. 
· Children each receive a school ‘reading record’ at the beginning of each year where they record their daily reading. The children are responsible for compleƟng these but it is 

expected that parents and class teachers monitor these regularly. Children are expected to read for 20 minutes a minimum of 5 Ɵmes a week. This also forms part of the 
school’s Reading Challenge where rewards and incenƟves are offered to those pupils who read age appropriate books on a regular basis. 

· The school subscribes to Hampshire’s School Library Service which allows pupils access to the most up-to-date publicaƟons. 
· Rapid Reading  intervenƟon is taught in addiƟon to  whole class reading lessons to enable some children to ‘catch-up’. 

 



Reading at Purbrook Junior School  
The Impact of Reading: 

It is our aim that our pupils will: 

· Become fluent and avid readers, exploring a wide range of authors and genres but also have an awareness of what their  
preferences are and be able to express why. 

· Engage and contribute successfully to whole class reading lessons, offering their reasoned opinions and exploring chal-
lenging texts at a much deeper level.   

· Employ  a wide range of reading strategies in order to comprehend unfamiliar words and texts. 

· Use their reading skills in order to develop a beƩer grasp of other areas of the curriculum and the wider world. 

· Share their love of reading with parents and carers. And in turn parents and carers will support reading at home. 

 

The percentage of pupils working at ARE within each year group will be at least in line with naƟonal averages.  

The percentage of pupils working at Greater Depth within each year group will be at least in line with naƟonal averages.  

There will be no significant gaps in the progress of different groups of pupils (e.g. disadvantaged vs non-disadvantaged) . 

 



Reading at Purbrook Junior School  
PromoƟng a love of reading 

We want all of our pupils to have a real love of reading, and we recognise that in order to achieve this we need to acƟvely promote a love of read-
ing through school. We aim to do this by: 

· CreaƟng a reading rich environment not only within the library and classrooms but throughout the school, where authors and books are cel-
ebrated. 

· Organising reading areas purposefully and allowing the children access to a wide range of age appropriate and engaging books. Class collec-
Ɵons should grow organically with the interests of the class or the themes and genres that are taught. ‘Linked texts’ and ‘recommended 
reads’ should feature in all classrooms and regularly be reviewed and updated. The librarian will work closely with year groups and class 
teachers to ensure there is a good selecƟon of books to supplement the themes and genres being taught. 

· Ensuring all adults, as good role models, talk about books in a lively and engaging way. Sharing their likes and preferences and offering sug-
gesƟons to the children. 

· PromoƟng the use of the library as a pleasurable Ɵme that should be embraced and looked forward to. 

· AcƟvely encouraging and promoƟng the school’s  Reading Challenge incenƟve so that the children are reading independently with enjoy-
ment and fulfilment  

· Organising sƟmulaƟng book-related events such as World Book Day, Book fayres, and author visits. 



Developing Readers, Phonics and 
Project X 

 



Developing Read-
ers and Phonics  

At Purbrook Junior School, some learners will sƟll be in the early stages of their read-
ing journey. There is an expectaƟon that all children should be fluent in phonics up to 
phase 6 by year 2 but this will not be the case for some of our learners. It is expected 
therefore that on entry these children will have regular targeted phonics teaching 

through ELS. Its structure is as follows: 













 
 

On entry to Purbrook Junior school, children should be  assessed as to whether they need to read from the school’s reading scheme . These books are levelled, and a variety 
ensures they are engaging for the children. Teachers should use data and assessment provided by their previous school as well as using their own teacher discreƟon. Teachers 
should use the ‘Five Finger Rule’ when deciding if a book is at a suitable level for a child.  Children can start on the appropriate level entry point. It is expected that by year 4, 
children should have progressed on to the ’Free Reader’ status with the excepƟon of children with SEND. Children who are following this scheme, parƟcularly those with 
SEND, should be heard by an adult at least once a week. Once a book has been completed the children get their loyalty card ‘stamped’ and once the card is complete they will 
be assessed to be moved on to the next level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Developing Readers and Phonics  



Book 
Level 



Home Reading Challenge  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Each year group will set a ‘Reading Challenge’. AŌer each book has been read, the child should complete a follow up task such as a book review or post-
er detailing what they enjoyed (or did not!). It is encouraged that they are used for display purposes to further promote our love of reading in our school 
environment. When a child completes the full challenge they will exchange their ‘stamped’ loyalty card for the opportunity to choose from the pick ‘n’ 
mix prizes.  


